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borrowed the carriage of his Minister, M. de Saint-
Aignan, and pushed on through Hanau and Mayence
without being recognized. At a short distance from
Paris, his carriage having met with a slight accident,
he took a post-chaise, which brought him swiftly
the rest of the way,

December 18, at half-past eleven at night, Marie
Louise, sad and ailing, had just gone to bed in the
Tuileries. The lady-in-waiting, who was to sleep in
the next room, was making ready to lock all the
doors, when suddenly she heard the footsteps of two
men. Who could it be at that hour ? The drawing-
room door opened, and two men, wrapped in thick
furs, made the lady utter a cry of surprise; one was
the First Equerry, Caulainconrt, and the other the
Emperor himself. At first they had been refused
admission to the palace, and both had found some
difficulty in getting the porter to recognize them.
Marie Louise, who was suddenly awakened, sprang
out of bed, and when she saw Napoleon, embraced
him with delight,